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Abhay Chawla did his electronics engineering from Indian Institute of
Technology Varanasi. After a decade in the Information Technology industry
he switched to field of mass communication and joined academics. His PhD
topic was ‘Meos of Mewat, India and their consumption of New Media’.
Abhay teaches mass communication and new media in Delhi University.
Contact details: abhaychawlal3@gmail.com

Nandini Chowdhury Sen is currently Associate Professor of English at
Bharati College, University of Delhi, India. She was Fellow at the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla and Cluster Innovation Centre,
University of Delhi. She is the recipient of the Charles Wallace Fellowship in
the years 2000 and 2012 respectively. Her area of specialization is African
studies. She has published extensively on Post-Colonial Literatures and
Gender Studies. Her recent Publication is titled Mahasweta Devi: Critical
Perspectives. Contact details: nandini.c.sen@gmail.com

Ashwin Desai is Professor of Sociology at the University of Johannesburg.
He is author of Reading Revolution: Shakespeare on Robben Island, as well
as numerous other books and journal publications. Contact details:
ashdesail@gmail.com

Sultan Khan is an Associate Prof of Sociology in the School of Social
Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal. He has worked on issues relating to
maritime crime, radical Islam and China’s and India’s interests in Africa.
Contact details: Khans@ukzn.ac.za

Kalpana Hiralal is an associate professor of History at the University of
Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa. She teaches both undergraduate and graduate
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level modules on global history, women, gender and politics and culture and
tourism. Her PhD dissertation focused on the South Asian Diaspora to Africa
in the context of settlement, trade and identity formation. Her current
research focus is on African and South Asian Diaspora, Gender and
Empowerment and women struggles in Apartheid South Africa. She has
published in several local and international academic journals in the context
of gender, identity and agency. Contact details: Hiralalk@ukzn.ac.za

Bobby Luthra-Sinha is a PhD student at the Institute of Social
Anthropology and Centre for African Studies at the University of
Basel,Switzerland. Her research interests include social movements, Indian
Diaspora and Comparative studies. She has taught Political Science and
Spanish at the University of Delhi. She has also worked as India Projects
Officer at the MRG (Minority Rights Group) in London. Contact details:

Jamal M. Moosa is currently the Chairperson of the Centre for African
Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. He did
his Masters in Political Science from the Centre for Political Studies, JNU.
He was awarded PhD for his work on the theme, ‘Ethnic Conflict and the
Problem of Refugees: A Comparative Study of Rwanda and Burundi’ from
School of International Studies, JNU. His areas of specialization include
African Studies, International Humanitarian Law, Human Rights, and
Conflict Studies. He has also contributed various articles to journals and to
edited volumes. Currently, he is working on issues related to group rights,
identity and developmental challenges and Lusophone Africa. Contact
details:

Adaora Osondu-Oti obtained her Ph. D. in International Relations from
Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Nigeria. At present, she is a Lecturer
in the Department of International Relations and Diplomacy, Afe Babalola
University, Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria. Her area of specialization is International
Relations and Diplomacy, and her research interests include Asia-Africa
Relations (primarily China and India’s relations with Africa), Security and
Conflict Management, Human Rights, Women’s Rights and Gender related
issues. She has published in both international and national journals, and has
contributed chapters in books. Some of her publications include: Off and On:
China’s Principle of Non Interference in Africa; China’s Interest in Nigeria:
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Is Crude Oil the Driving Force?; Challenges to the Fundamental Rights of
Women in Nigeria; Gendering Political Discourse in Niger Delta; Challenges
of Symbiotic Relationship of Global Warming, National Interest Ideology of
Nation States and the Project of a Low Carbon Society: An African
Perspective, among others. Contact details: osondua@yahoo.com,
osondua@abuad.edu.ng

Anand Singh is Professor of Anthropology in the School of Social Sciences,
University of KwaZulu-Natal. His interests are in ethnicity, minorities,
Diaspora Studies and China-India interests in Africa. He is the author of
Indians in Post-Apartheid South Africa. Contact details: singhan@ukzn.ac.za

Shanta Balgobind Singh is an Associate Professor in Criminology and
Forensic Studies, School of Applied Human Sciences at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. She has various research interests, some of
which includes The Criminal Justice System, Women in Policing,
HIV/AIDS, and Overcrowding within South African Correctional Facilities,
Drug use among youth (particularly the drug sugars™), Youth Offending, The
Indian Diaspora in the 21th Century, Maritime Challenges, Indigenous
Knowledge Systems, and Crime nationally and internationally. Contact
details: Contact details: singhsb@ukzn.ac.za

Goolam Vahed is an Associate Professor in the Department of History,
University of KwaZulu Natal. He received his PhD from Indiana University,
Bloomington, USA. His research interests include identity formation,
citizenship, ethnicity, migration and transnationalism among Indian South
Africans and the role of sport and culture in South African society. He has
published widely in peer-reviewed journals and his recent co-authored books
Schooling Muslims in Natal: Identity, State and the Orient Islamic
Educational Institute and The South African Gandhi. Stretcher-Bearer of
Empire. Contact details: vahed@ukzn.ac.za
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